










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































What Lessons Can We Learn from the
Confucian Legacy again?
Hisaharu KUSHIDA
During the post-war period, Japan has accepted Western culture as the
“universal” culture that enabled Japan’s modernization. Confucianism, which
once served as the guiding principle for government, was put aside. However,
liberalism, the central characteristic of Western culture, has turned to egoism,
losing the ideals of conscience and sense of responsibility. “Liberty” has be-
come equivalent to indulgence ; pursuit of “equality” generates new inequali-
ties ; “free speech,” instead of being used to strengthen communication, has
been employed as a means to win political debates. In addition, many other so-
cial phenomena, including the collapsing of social order, increasing juvenile de-
linquency, declining standards in education, as well as the loss of trust and
connection among people, have revealed the negative outcomes of Western
culture. People have gradually realized that Western culture is not necessarily
representative of universal values, and therefore have started to question the
notion of looking to the West for basic standards.
Once the existent system or culture heads into difficulty, people start want-
ing to “revive” old values. This practice is as old as human history. Uncritical
revivalism inevitably will result in beautifying mistakes and misfortunes in the
past. In particular because of their blind admiration for the pre-war Confucian
system some people believe we should restore the repressive, strict social
order. These people sometimes shamelessly advocate nationalism.
In our society where excessive belief in competition and profit prevails, peo-
ple are distracted by grandeur, bravura and prowess; the spirit of tolerance
and harmony is forgotten. We cannot solve our problems without facing these
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facts. Rethinking the meaning of Confucian cultural values does not mean a
simplistic cultural revival. It entails pursuing once forgotten values such as
“tolerance” and “harmony” by searching for “human universality.” This paper
discusses two themes “jing 經 and quan 權” and “the ethics of revenge”
in the hope of exploring our ancestors’ wisdom that can be applied to our
time.
